








PATIENT SPOTLIGHT

GOLFING IS A FAMILY 
AFFAIR FOR 9-YEAR-
OLD SHALEIGH OF 
WAXAHACHIE. Her 
weekends are spent 
on the golf course 
and thanks to her 
unstoppable spirit 
and a little help 
from Scottish Rite 
Hospital, Shaleigh 
is right in the swing 
of things. 

Shaleigh has been 
a hospital patient 
since she was only 4 
months old. She was 
born with an upper-

extremity difference that resulted in her having only one 
hand, but her limb difference has never held her back. The 
hospital has helped ensure that Shaleigh can go wherever 
her dreams take her — like the golf course. 

Dwight Putnam, Scottish Rite Hospital prosthetist, worked 
closely with Shaleigh’s dad, Michael, to design a custom 
device, which they refer to as a golf helper hand. This special 
piece securely joins her upper-right forearm to a golf club, 
allowing her to swing and putt. 

“The fact that she was born with just five fingers and 

uses a prosthesis only while playing golf speaks to her quiet 
determination and independence,” Putnam says. “I can’t 
wait to see what her future holds.”  

Shaleigh has enjoyed getting to know the hospital staff. 
“The coolest thing about having a limb difference is that I 
get to have my very own hospital,” Shaleigh says. “When I’m 
there, I don’t feel different.” 

Shaleigh has also had the opportunity to attend the 
hospital’s hand camp. The camp brings together children 
and their families facing similar challenges, while teaching 
those children life skills. “A lot of the counselors are just like 
me and it makes me happy to see how far they have gone in 
life and that I can also do the 
same thing,” Shaleigh says. 
“It helps me learn how to 
be brave.” 

Her family takes comfort in 
those lessons. “The hospital 
means the world to us,” 
Michael says. “Shaleigh just 
wants to fit in and the hospital 
gives her that opportunity. As 
parents, it sets our mind at 
ease knowing that Scottish Rite 
is with us on our journey.” �•

Shaleigh hits the links with her “golf 
helper hand,” a custom device created 
by the hospital’s Prosthetics team. 

All Can Play – All Day at the New Frisco Playground

On a Course for Success

Patient 
Matthias, 
age 6, of 

Dallas

Matthias, 
age 6, of 

Dallas

JUST IN TIME FOR LONG SUMMER DAYS, THE NEW PLAYGROUND AT 
OUR FRISCO FACILITY IS OPEN! This inviting space is designed 
for children of all levels of physical ability. Its strategic location, 
on the east side of the campus, is shaded from the afternoon 
sun, providing respite and enjoyment to patients, families and 
community neighbors.

The playground features industry-leading inclusive 
play structures and a cushiony rubber safety surface. The 
equipment is designed to encourage activity in children, while 
also enhancing things like motor skills, climbing, balancing, 
coordination and social interaction. Other features of this 
recreational area include two shaded, open-air pavilions 

with ceiling fans, tables and chairs for relaxation and picnics, 
as well as accessible restroom facilities.

The playground is open to patients, families and the 
community from 8 a.m. to dusk, seven days a week. 
Proceeds from the hospital’s 2018 and 2019 KidSwing 
Golf Tournaments have benefited the project. �•



Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children is one of the 
nation’s leading pediatric centers. The hospital treats 
a wide range of orthopedic conditions, including 
sports injuries and fractures, as well as certain 
arthritic, neurological and learning disorders, 

such as dyslexia. Patients receive treatment 
regardless of the family’s ability to pay. For more 
information about services available at our Dallas 
or Frisco campus, volunteering or donating, 
visit scottishritehospital.org.

Are you receiving duplicate mailings or need to 
correct your name, title or address? Please send 
corrections to P.O. Box 199300, Dallas, Texas 
75219-9842 or call 800-421-1121, ext. 7650.

Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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