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Inspired by His Own Care, Dr. Kutschke Returns 
to Scottish Rite for Children as a Fellow
Young physicians from across the country pursue 

Scottish Rite for Children as a premier destination for 

advanced orthopedic fellowship training. For Michael 

Kutschke, M.D., a fellow in the recently accredited 

Orthopedic Sports Medicine Fellowship, the experience 

is especially meaningful. His connection to Scottish Rite 

began years earlier as a patient, a time that left a lasting 

impression and shaped his path back to the institution.

Kutschke was referred to Scottish Rite for corrective 

elbow surgery and later returned as a high school 

athlete, this time requiring the orthopedic sports 

medicine expertise of pediatric orthopedic surgeon 

Philip L. Wilson, M.D. The care he received at Scottish 

Rite was formative in his decision to pursue a career 

in orthopedic surgery. As a UT Southwestern medical 

student, Kutschke gained valuable research experiences 

under the mentorship of Scottish Rite Director of the 

Center for Excellence in Hip Harry Kim, M.D., M.S. 

During one late night in the lab, Kutschke was introduced 

to Brittani Boukather, an evening volunteer. The brief 

encounter ultimately led to their marriage and the 

start of their young family.

After completing orthopedic residency at Brown 

University, Kutschke reconnected with Scottish Rite to 

further his training in the Orthopedic Sports Medicine 

Fellowship, led by Program Director Henry B. Ellis, M.D. 

This distinctive program is among only a few accredited 

subspecialty fellowships dedicated primarily to the 

orthopedic care of young athletes.

“This is a full circle moment,” Wilson says, describing 

his reaction to Kutschke returning as a fellow. “If you 

are fortunate to spark interest in others and then have 

the opportunity to help educate them to become better 

than you are, that is the ultimate achievement.”

“One forefront reason I was drawn to the fellowship 

is the leadership of Drs. Ellis and Wilson,” Kutschke says. 

“They are excellent surgeons, clinicians, researchers 

and mentors. Beyond that, they are invested in my 

life outside of work and even know my kids’ names — 

something that cannot be found in other programs.”

Much of Kutschke’s research efforts align with 

his athletic background, which has influenced his 

collaboration with researchers in the Movement Science 

Lab in Frisco. His work developing a predictive model 

for adolescent anterior cruciate ligament injuries will 

be presented at the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of 

North America Annual Meeting this summer.

“We are not just treating pediatric sports injuries, 

we are studying how they happen and how to prevent 

them,” Wilson says. “That is where the field is going, 

and Michael is right at the center of that effort in 

North Texas.”

From the time he first encountered the scent of 

freshly popped popcorn as a patient, to the research 

projects that inadvertently led to the start of his family, 

and now returning to advance his career in orthopedic 

sports medicine, Scottish Rite has been a place of 

enduring connection for Kutschke. “This place has been 

a part of my life for a really long time,” Kutschke says. 

“To come back in this role as a fellow is more than 

special. At Scottish Rite, I am constantly inspired by 

the greatness around me.” «
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MOMENT OF IMPACT

Kenneth, also known as “KJ,” of 

Longview, Texas, is 6 years old and 

full of life. He plays baseball with 

The Miracle League of East Texas 

and spreads happiness wherever he 

goes. Though he needs assistance 

to walk, not much slows him down. 

Thanks to Scottish Rite for Children, 

he is gaining independence with 

the support of his custom hip-knee-

ankle-foot orthosis (HKAFO).

Born with spina bifida, KJ has 

been a patient at Scottish Rite since 

he was 6 weeks old. His mother, 

Melissa, remembers how her family’s 

connection to the Scottish Rite 

Masons made Scottish Rite the clear 

choice for KJ’s care. “We knew from 

the very beginning that it was the 

right place for him,” Melissa shares. 

“Scottish Rite has always felt like 

family to us.”

KJ’s treatment has included years 

of physical therapy and a series of 

orthopedic orthoses to support his 

growth and mobility. He has used 

a wheelchair, ankle-foot orthoses 

and now a customized HKAFO to 

get around. Pediatric orthotist and 

prosthetist Reagan Bratten, C.P.O., 

L.P.O., specializes in fitting custom 

braces and supportive devices. 

She notes KJ’s determination 

drives his progress.

“The HKAFO is like an external 

Iron Man suit,” Reagan explains. “It 

locks out his knees and feet, giving 

him the support he needs to stand 

and walk with a walker. KJ has the 

core and hip strength, and this 

device helps him use it to move 

forward.” Above all, his enthusiasm 

stands out. Reagan says, “He never 

gives up, and he always brings joy 

and determination to every step 

he takes.”

Though his progress hasn’t 

always been easy, KJ’s persistence 

shines through. “At first, when he 

began using the HKAFO, completing 

a single lap was a big achievement,” 

Reagan recalls. “Now, he’s up to 

four laps, and I’m just there to 

cheer him on.” 

KJ’s dedicated family drives two 

and a half hours to Scottish Rite. 

The care they receive between 

appointments makes all the 

difference. “We do not live close, 

so having a team that responds 

quickly whenever we have a 

question is so helpful,” Melissa 

says. “Knowing we have that kind 

of support, even from far away, 

gives us so much peace of mind.”

For KJ, walking with his HKAFO 

means more than just mobility. He 

grows in independence and can see 

eye to eye with his friends. “Scottish 

Rite gives children back their 

childhood and makes possibilities 

happen,” Reagan says. “KJ is 

proof that with the right support, 

kids can do amazing things.” «

ON THE MOVE

Stepping Forward: KJ’s Path to Walking Tall
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Impact Patient Care Through a Donor Advised Fund
Since its founding in 1921, Scottish Rite for Children 

has cherished the philanthropy of its generous donors 

who ensure that patients receive outstanding care 

regardless of a family’s ability to pay. Year after year, 

families put their trust in their doctors and care teams 

and are able to focus on their child’s treatment, recovery 

and healing without the burden of worrying about their 

financial situation. Donors give patients and families 

the tremendous gift of relief and peace of mind. 

Scottish Rite friends have offered their kind-

hearted gifts of time and money in numerous ways by 

supporting fundraising events, establishing recurring 

donations and putting Scottish Rite in their will, among 

many other giving opportunities. A donor advised 

fund (DAF) is one more way to give children back 

their childhood.

A DAF, which is like a charitable savings account, 

gives donors the ability to grow their investment 

tax-free, as well as the flexibility to recommend how 

much and how often gifts are granted to Scottish Rite 

for Children and other qualified charities. Donors may 

recommend grants or recurring grants immediately 

from their DAF or use the fund as a tool for future 

charitable gifts. Some donors choose to create a 

lasting legacy by naming Scottish Rite for Children 

the beneficiary of the entire account or a percentage 

of the fund. With a percentage, donors can create a 

family legacy of giving by naming their loved ones 

as successors to continue recommending grants 

to charitable organizations.

“DAF holders, like community foundations and 

financial services firms, provide donors with the 

opportunity to grow their contributions tax-free,” says 

Stephanie Brigger, Vice President of Development. 

“We are grateful for our compassionate friends who 

transform the lives of our patients and families by 

supporting us in this way.” «

Support Scottish Rite Through a Donor Advised Fund: 
Contact Senior Development Officer Mike Stimpson at 

214-559-7886 or mike.stimpson@tsrh.org.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
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For more than two decades, Harold D. Carter
has been a steadfast leader and devoted 

advocate of Scottish Rite for Children. Serving 

on the board of trustees since 2000 and 

as vice chairman of the board since 2007, 

Harold’s commitment to the organization’s 

mission of giving children back their 

childhood has been unwavering. 

 Harold has championed Scottish Rite in 

countless ways, offering strategic guidance 

and personal dedication. He has chaired 

numerous committees, including the Oil 

and Gas Committee, drawing upon his highly 

successful career in the industry to help 

strengthen Scottish Rite’s financial foundation 

and long-term sustainability. His leadership 

has consistently helped position the institution 

for growth and excellence in patient care. 

Harold’s connection to Scottish Rite for 

Children is also deeply personal. He is one of 

the founders of its signature fundraiser: Treasure 

Street. Years ago, his granddaughter Nicole was 

a patient at Scottish Rite. She received care for 

tuberous sclerosis complex (TSC), a rare genetic 

disease that causes noncancerous tumors to 

grow in parts of the body, most commonly in 

the skin, brain, eyes, kidneys, heart and lungs.

Treasure Street began when Dee and Dodge 

Carter — Nicole’s parents and Harold’s daughter 

and son-in-law — came to Harold and his late 

wife, Bitsy, as well as Dodge’s parents and said 

they wanted to do something to give back to 

Scottish Rite. Around a kitchen dinner table, 

Treasure Street was born.

The first Treasure Street was held in the 

Atrium under the Flying Machine mobile. The 

goal was to raise $35,000 to hire a nurse that 

would be dedicated to supporting the TSC 

clinic. Treasures filled the Atrium in rows, or 

streets, where the attendees silently bid on 

the items. The event was so successful, it 

raised more than $166,000. “The goal was 

not only to raise money, but to introduce 

more people to the hospital,” Harold says. 

Since its founding, Treasure Street has 

raised more than $16 million to benefit 

Scottish Rite for Children. “I’m thankful 

for our friends who have supported not 

only Treasure Street, but the hospital in 

general,” he says. 

This year, the event will be 

chaired by Nicole’s older 

brother Dodge and his 

wife, Diane, on October 

22. “Dodge is carrying on 

his sister’s legacy and his 

parents’ legacy, and that 

means a lot,” Harold says. 

“I’m proud of them.”

Harold says he loves 

working for Scottish Rite. 

“Routinely and daily, they 

change lives,” he says. 

“I appreciate what they’ve 

done for my granddaughter. 

The doctors are not only skilled, 

they work miracles.”

Harold’s visionary leadership, 

generous spirit and steadfast 

support has helped propel Scottish 

Rite’s mission forward, ensuring that 

children receive the highest level of 

care. He is always available, ready to 

lend a hand and guided by a deep 

commitment to the well-being of 

the children and families 

served at Scottish Rite. 

Harold’s legacy is one 

of service, compassion 

and leadership — and 

Scottish Rite is stronger 

because of him. «

TRUSTEE PROFILE

A Focus on the 30th Anniversary of Treasure Street

Save the date on Thursday, October 22, 

for the 30th anniversary of Treasure 

Street. For more information, please 

contact Special Events at 214-559-7682 

or treasurestreet@tsrh.org.
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 “THE DOCTORS ARE NOT ONLY 
SKILLED, THEY WORK MIRACLES.”

HAROLD D. CARTER
Vice Chairman Since 2007 | Trustee Since 2000

This information is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor.This information is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor.



2222 Welborn Street
Dallas, Texas 75219-3993

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 4215

Dallas, Texas

ABOUT SCOTTISH RITE FOR CHILDREN

Scottish Rite for Children is a world-renowned leader in the treatment of pediatric Scottish Rite for Children is a world-renowned leader in the treatment of pediatric 
orthopedic conditions, such as scoliosis, clubfoot, hand differences, hip disorders, orthopedic conditions, such as scoliosis, clubfoot, hand differences, hip disorders, 
limb lengthening and reconstruction, sports injuries and fractures, as well as limb lengthening and reconstruction, sports injuries and fractures, as well as 
certain related arthritic and neurological disorders and learning disorders, such certain related arthritic and neurological disorders and learning disorders, such 
as dyslexia. Patients receive treatment regardless of the family’s ability to pay. as dyslexia. Patients receive treatment regardless of the family’s ability to pay. 

For more information about services available at the Dallas or Frisco For more information about services available at the Dallas or Frisco 
campuses, visit scottishriteforchildren.org. campuses, visit scottishriteforchildren.org. 

Do you receive duplicate mailings or need to correct your name, title Do you receive duplicate mailings or need to correct your name, title 
or address? Please send corrections to P.O. Box 199300, Dallas, Texas or address? Please send corrections to P.O. Box 199300, Dallas, Texas 
75219-9842, call 214-559-5030 or email tsrhdv@tsrh.org.75219-9842, call 214-559-5030 or email tsrhdv@tsrh.org.

Scottish Rite for Children is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.Scottish Rite for Children is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Transform the lives of patients and families while honoring the 
first and second chiefs of staff. When you include Scottish Rite 
for Children in your estate plans, you establish a charitable legacy 
of your own and join a society that honors your generosity.

Individuals age 70 ½ or older can donate up to $111,000 tax-
free in 2026 through a qualified charitable distribution (QCD). 
The gift counts toward your required minimum distribution 
(RMD) but is not included in your adjusted gross income (AGI).

Join the W. B. & Brandon Carrell Society 

Make a Difference Through Your IRA

Seth, of Sallisaw, Oklahoma

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY

Seth, of Sallisaw, OklahomaSeth, of Sallisaw, Oklahoma

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY

Contact Senior Development Officer Mike Stimpson 

at 214-559-7886 or mike.stimpson@tsrh.org.

Create a Custom Giving Plan That Is Just Right for You!

This information is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, This information is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, 
please consult an attorney or tax advisor.please consult an attorney or tax advisor.


